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- CHAPTER T
INTRODUCTION:

‘In the study of outdoor education; the}purpose and
the effect that it has on the many hundreds of students
who participate in programs yearly, 13 an 1mportant asgpect.
A study of all the residential outdoor education programs
in the United States would be nearly 1mpossib1e..but to |
study a small group of studenﬁs. now adults in Illinols
would be a more reliable and probable study.

‘Did the fesidential outdoor education program at
Rockford; Illinbis. provide a las?ing effect on thouse | '
students who participated ina week long program in 1963 or
19647

In order to study: the problem -~ - = the
following hypdtheses have been developed.

| 1. Outdoor educational experiences provide
for a long lasting effect on those who
have had the experience.

2. Past outdoor educatlional experiences

provide for awareness toc the environment

and environmental problems. fﬂ

3. Concepts for outdoor cducation are of
Value to outdoor educational programs.

4. Parents who participated in outdoor
educatlional experlences as students feel
the experlence was worthwhile and would
support an outdoor education exyerience
for their children.

(13




A study made through review of literature and a
surve& provides information on the goals‘and objectives and
the carry-over or impact outdoor education experiendés‘play
ln the learning processes of students in sqch a»progfam.
Thls study will provide a resource for outdoor educators in
analyslies of, were basic outdoor education goals and concepts
met in this speclf'lc program, and was there any énvironﬁental
awareﬁess of those stundents who‘participated in a‘program
twelve or thirteen years ago. |

It is probable that certain assumptions and
‘limitgtlons are noted before a problem 1is researched. The
followling are those assuptions that this researcher was

aware of at the start of this study.

1. The statement of the problem and the
hypotheses can be tested through a
survey and review of literature ard
thus be proved to be true.

2. One experience is so unigue and important
that former students will remember thelr
residential outdoor experience. :

3. The adultsof this study will be able to
determlne whether or not the outdoor
educatlon concepts were fulfilled or
not when they were students going through
this program, ‘ | :

L. Outdoor activities that one participated
1a as a student in a residential
-program or as a child, may carry over
into activities one participates in as
an adult. .

oy




Limitations of this study were:

1. Return ang response of Survey may not
come in, in the written quality as the
Tesearcher woulg Wish.

2. Previous studies ané research dorie -on

- this problem may be hard to iceate as
no previous Tesearch. may have been done,

3. Adults may not remember the outdoor

experience or anything about the
€Xperience. ‘

to the reader., Residential Outdoor Education Program or

’ﬂéxpefience, is in this 1nstanqe, the experience:or a class

of students ang their teacher, that participateq for a weexk

at a camp, Wworking, 1iving, ang learnirig together in the

outdoors as g group,




 CHAPTER I
" BEVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

. Related 11tér§ture is important te¢ g study, as it

. lays the'foundatibh needed,' This reséarcher~searched f0r~v

literature‘or‘research which.may have been done previousl&,‘:

study thaﬁ’was done. This researcher could not fihd any

»

previOussStudy'of aduits'reactioné to their own past

residential outdoor exper1enée.“

. The reééarcher'did find some 1nrormgﬁion‘aﬁd studies

‘Which gave direction and information. that‘was_general.'but

not specific,

| A study was dope'on "Parent‘é percépfions_ofvv
Tesldent outdoor education at Boekford Illinoige, This
study by Jones and Swan, showed that parential.attitudes
and opiniong of this outdoor éducatibn program. précieved
1t to be an excellent Program. This program wag eanyabie
and profitable for the..children that attended. (1)

A study was done by Roth 1n whiep adults involved

with the Tield of environmenta) maﬁagementveducation.

answered questions of a survey in order to determine the

concepts which ﬁould be more effective, Tt wasthe design

N

‘of this stugy, which‘was a Bikert Scale type or test, that

provided Valuable information to this researchér.(af
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Concepts of outdoor education programs constituted

the larger portion of the questions on the:surveymand‘were

derived from variocus articles found in the book by Donaldson

and Goering, Perspectives on Outdoor Educatlon———Reading.(B)
The concepts used are usually the basis for
residential outdoor educatlon programsS. |

The followilng concepts were from articles by the

authors cilted.
The basic concepts used f:om article by Blough.

1. provide chlildren with‘manyvopportunities
to experience directly what they are studying.

2. influence positively children®s attitude
toward learning.

3. help children recognlze the values of our
natural resources and to learn to use. them
wisely. ’

4, help children learn to live democ.atically
with other children and adults and to
assume responsibilities for the welfare
of the group. ‘

5, cultlvate the children's interest in and
appreciation for the out-of-doors which
will carry over into later 1life. (%)

Environmental problems and lssues used in survey
were from Schoenfeld's article. Thosé issnes were:

Soll Erosion

Timber Land Management

Degradation of Outdoor Recreation Areas
Pollution (5)
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CHAPTER III
DESIGN OF THE STUDY

The procedure used in the desisn of this study can
be stated in a simple form, whlcn contains two parts:

1. the collection of data

2. the‘presentation of the facts,
interpretation and conclusions.

received as a result of a letter written to the teacher of
this group of students when they were in the fifth grade.
and 2. ansvwers to the questionnaire that the researcher sent.
The researcher also submitted an ERIC search (Educational .
Research Information Center) which did select and print out
data from ERIC and the Educatlonal Journals, stored 1ln the
computer. This data was broad and of no linkage with
outdoor educatlon or the type of. .study being searched. el

A letter was written in mid September to Mrs. A.
Pildrak who had been the teacher of thils group of students
on thelr residential outdoor education experience. The
letter was not answered until mid November and was thus not
avallable for use in writing of the guestlonnaire.

The researcher studied the problem in more denth
and decided that outdoor education concepts should serve
as a basis for the questionnailre.

The mall was selected as the'best neans for

19




iadministering the questionnaire. The nanes Were‘thirty eight‘
total and a questionnaire was sent to each. This group of.
students were selected on the avablllity. of nanmes and current
addresses, from previous contact with the teacher and one
of her stﬁdenﬁs; A
The data gathering instrument used was of the form

that attempts to measure the :attitude or belief of an
individual, and is known as an opinlonnaire or attitude o
scale. (6) It was important for this researcher to remember
that to test for attitude depemds on what the individual
says. What the individual says, believes and feels is hils’
attitude. Through the use uof a questionnaire the irdividuals
who responded gave a sample of their opinions to the
questlons asked. |

| This researcher used face valldity for the direction
of reliability of this study;wand the questionnaire. It
was not the intention of thils researcher to determine the
validity and reliability of these adults perceptions, opinions
and attlitudes. of thelr past residentlal outdoor education
experiénce. It was important to determine what these
adults remembered about their‘outdoor experience, was 1t
worthwhile and has it been long lasting in the effect ‘it

has had on then.

i1
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The type of test used for the section on outdoor

- eéducation concepts was a Likert Scale. This scale attached

a Value to each of the five responses available on the

f questionnaire. The scale goes from agree strongly, value

five to disagree strongly, value one,

The questions on’the outdoor education concepts

- Were closed form questions with g couple of openended questions

to allow for specific yet flexiable indepth questions.
~The other two sections of the questionnaire
consisted of restricted questions. In the first sectlon, the
individual was asked to respond to environmental problems,
which were remembered from childhood and what Was aware of |
NOoW g5 adults. The last sectlon consisted of outdoor activities,
the individual was to respond to those he had participated
in during the residential outdoor education experience, and
those he participates in now as an adult
The last tWo sections were designed this way 1in
order for the researcher to be able to see g correlation
between program. environmental awareness and actlvity as a -
young student in a resident‘al progrsza and outdoor activities‘m
as an adult, ‘
This researcher feels that it would have been

beneficigl to ask to what extent involvement as an adult

in the outdoor activities has been. It 1s however ver:

12




~difficult to measure the probabllity that those activities
‘done as a fifth grader would have lead into adult life.

13




CHAPTER IV
. PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA &

- Mrs. A.‘Pidrak. a fifth grade teacher in Blue Island
Illinois took two of her classes, Fall 1966, and Winter 1963
to Rockford Illinois where they all participated 1ln a
residential outdoor edacatlion program.

The program at Rockford was the Atwood Outdoor
Education School, located on the Kishwaukee River. At the
time these two classes attended, the program would accept
only a few outside schools. The slite was beautiful: hills;
woods, trails, the river, and old settlers cabin, sone
covered wagons and other early wagons, an old quarry for
cookouts and rock study, and an old Civil War cemetery..

The cost of the program was thirty five dollars for
five days and four nights, including meals. Some of the |
students were partlaly subsidised.

The whole program was set up by the Director of the
Outdoor Education School. There were two aséistants plus
the gccompaning teacher. Each set of adults were responsible
for one group and they rotated for the various activitiles.
Outside speakers were present several evenings with slides.
Evening hikes were taken to study constellations.  Students -
‘had cleaning responsibilities, all made their beds, set tables

served'rood and did the dishes. They predicted weather dally,

14
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ralsed the flag, watched the birds, and' fed the animals.

| . There was no pfé-test“givéh‘the classes.>but‘as'
much orientatioq as possible waé glven by the teacher so
the classes would know what to expect. The post-test consisted
of a Worksheet with questions covering all areas of the
experiéﬂée. The students worked together to construct a book-
let‘which told of their ideas about their outdoor experience.
Endless discussions about the experience were part of class
room folléwup. The teacher also guided the students in
using thelr newly gained knowledge in their daily work in
star study, measurement, math, rocks, and history.

Preparation in the classroom before the experience
involved students and teacher alike. The class was divided
into three groups(by teacher, according to a sociogram). The

~ teachers stressed in the class the rules and régulations that
would have to be striotly éhered to. Studehéé»were involved
in the business of collecting the money, giving receipts,
signing vouchers. There was a treasurer., and secretary who
took charge of that aspect. The groups decided upon a name
for themselves. The feacher recleved a schedule and =tudents
were allowed to choose options for extra activities suéh as
guitaf. art, or building totem poles.

This e£per1ence was before the great surge toward
awareness of pollntion‘and 1ts control. Signs of careless use

’ of the resources by early settlers were all around the school

15




éf‘llea.~ The area had also been missused during the Civil War
EQ;§§d $1gns of this missuse still remalned. There was stress
§;41n‘the direction of preventative measures to save our
‘:_ehrlronment.

.Ehvoivement of parents 6f the students was only’to
'ﬁ a small extent. The parents attended a program‘about 6utdoor
education and saw slides from the Rockford school before

" thelr chilldren attended the program. (7)
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Thls ls a study concerning students now adults today
and‘What they remember about their outdoor education experience,
Were the outdoor educatlion concepts fulfilled? ‘Were these
adults aware of environmental problems and are they aware
today? Did these adults particlipate as students in outdoor
actlvities and is there a carry ever to the activities they
participate in today? Would %these adults want their children
to zhave a similar experience? These questlons will be
answered in the followlng pages.

A small number of questionnaires were sent out.
An even smaller number of questlonnalres were returned. This
i1s however to be expected, the researcher still feels that
those questlonnalres returned did provide valid information
for this study. |

The total number of guestlonnalres sent out wasz‘
thirty eight. Tne class from‘1963 was sent twenty‘two
questionnaires, and the class of 1966 was sent sixteen.
The two groups are divided into groups according tc year and
class at this point to see the distributien.‘This
distritution 1is seen in two areas, the guestionnaires

sent and those returned.

17




SENT
RETURNED

SENT
RETURNED

TABLE 1

' DISTRIBUTION BY YEAR AND SEX
OF |

QUESTIONNAIRES SENT AND RETURNED

1966 1963
16 22
5 | 10
MALE/FEMALE _ MALE/FEMALE
9 7 1 1
3 2 ' 6 L

Total Number of Questionnaires Returned 15

13

14
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The following st:s:tements are those responses
recleved in answer to the questiohs found on the questlonnaire.

The responses :.are .divided by class year, sex, and gquestlons.

What experiences do you remember from your
residential outdoor educatlonal experience?

1966-Female
"Visiting an old cemetery, and old treppers cabin®,.
1963-Male

*Taking hlkes, cookout, learning about
forecasting weather, measuring boerd feet in
trees, star constellatlions, geology, owl
droppings---when I think about 1t a little
about a whole lot of things"..

"Singing, square dancihg. bilrd watching,
hiking, various activitlies in the cemetery,
cookout, making terrarium®..

*"Square dancing, geoclogy. astrology, measuring
board FTeet , ghost hlke, eating an outdoor
meal by the covered wagons, banding birds,
learning about birds and trees. I also ‘
remember 1t being cold enough to freeze the .
ink in my ball polnt pen and the loud snoring
in the dorm.™

"My most vivid memorles are of having a cook
out in cold weather, learning to square dance,
learning gbout weather, and everyone helping
with the chores without complaints.®

1966-Female

*The meeting of new friends, singing songs,
making things in crafts, working on an
outdoor project, and helpling one another.®

"I remember being in the field and hiking
down different beautiful tralls."




16

"Studied Indians of the area, 1earned about
‘geology and supplemented that by rock hunting.
Learned a little about stars and thelr
constellations. We were taught to observe

by hiking. On oonservation all I remember
hearing was 'Don't Litter'

Activities remembered most often by different

individuals in the oclass of 1963 were.

Bird study, watching, tagging
Cookout

Hiking
Weather. and study of.

Other activities remembered more than once. by either one
sex, the other. or both. included: '

Stars

Geology

Square Dancling

Singing

Working Together

Measuring Board Feet

History-Cemetery-Indians-Civil War.

The low number of activities remembered'by those
who responded from the tlass of 1966 1is attributed to the
fact that the question may have been overlooked. The small

number is also attributed to the small number of responses.
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KWould yow as a parent want your child to have
the chance to particlpate.in the same type of
residentlial outdocr education program?

*Hould you be happier with a better experience,
more of the same experience or a diffe.ent

- experience? :

1966-Fremale
"More of the same experience.®

"I would be happy with the same experience
and better.®

1966-Male

"The experlienne over all was a good one.
Seelng what 1t is like to be away from ones
home and family and also seeilng the actual
tting one is learning about. I would have
liked to have had more experiences such as

" that one while I was small."

"The experience at. the outdoor educational
school ls one which I remember as being good
and positive." - ,

1963-Fémale

"The experience that I had was a good one.

I still think of the times we had there., A1ll
of us had such a good time. It was a good
opportunity for children without much money
to have a good educational experience away
from home. I wish and hope more children
have the opportunity that I had."

"I would think that children today would
enjoy exactly what we had when we attended
the outdoor school with our class.®

"From what I remember of the experience, I
would want more of the same.®

0o
-

gra
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nMy outdoor educntional experience lasted

all of one week, a time period -which 1s.

much too short, I think, for a chlld of 11

(as I was) to be impressed with more than

just the novelty of spending a week with

one's classmates.”

1963-Ma1e

#T remember having a great time. More of the
same would have made elementary 3chool more
fun." .

Tt was a fantastlc opportunity Just how it was.”

»T really enjoyed this experience, the people
I was with the place Wwe were at, the things B
we did. I still remember today many . of those
things. I am still interested in the
natural outdoors today as & result of 1t."

- #"Phis was a Very good and valuable experience
which I was happy with. I feel experlences
of this type are always veluable whenever a

- person (child or adult) can personally relate.
Doing (actually) things, I feel 1s more -
important than being told how to do them.™

"] was very happy with the experlence I had,
put I did think(or do think now) that the
program wWas somewhat slanted'toward utilizatlion
(explortation) of resources, rather than
the iatelligent conservation of our resources,
eg. the excerise of measuring board feet of
trees was geared toward cutting of timber.

I thought 1t was an excellent experlence and
re;"3mber 1t as being,significant'after all
these years."

The findings, derived from these statements. show
that thls experience was worthwhile and has had a 1ast1ng
effect on these adults who attended an outdodrwéducation

- program as children.
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There were five questionnaires returned from the
class of 1966 and all were used in the evaluation of the
following data, however out of the teu returned from the
class of‘1963. only nine were used.

The'reason that :the tenth response was hot‘used
was the responses he made, and his reasoniug he made in
conment for these responses. This person responded with
-disagree~ on every question he answered. His reasoning,
as he stated in his comment was, "I would have given
afflrmative answers to all the questions if in piace of 'give!
and ®*develop' the words 'enhance'_and/or 'add to' were used."
It is this researchers feelings that this is 1nya11d for
to use those Words suggested would make the sentance .
.unreadable, and would take away from the meaning.,_It was
‘also presumed, that if all questions were marked ‘disagree',
then the questions were not read and therefore, the answers
were not valid.

The results for the first part of the questionnaire
the section on outdoor education concepts, wene decided by
the use of the mean score, and divided 1ntotciasses. by

- years the outdoor education program‘Was,attended.:
The second table shows the Questlons rahked

according to_their mean score by the year of the program.

B
W



TABLE 2

20

RESPONSE TO OUTDOOR EDUCATION CONCEPTS

CONCEPT MEAN SCORES

1.

1963

Did the residential : 4,55
outdoor program give you as

a child appreciation of the
outdoors?

Did the residentlal outdoor 4.
program give you as a child

~ the abillity to recognize- the

3

values of our natural
resources ‘and to learn to
use them wisely?

Did the residential outdoor 4.11
program develop in you as a

child interest in, and
appreclation for the out-of-
doors, which has been a-
carry-over to your adult life?

Did the residential outdoor 3.6

-.program :>for..you as a child

C P

5.

help to make regular school
learning become more meaningtul
through the application of
knowledge acquired in the class-
room to practlical outdoor

experiences?

Did the residential outdoor 4.22
program give you as a child

the opportunities to experience
directly what you were studying?

Did you living in the . Ly
residential program as a child,
with other children and adults.
lzarn to llve cooperately with
others and assume responsibilities
for the welfare of the group?

Do
o

3.8

b4

3.8

3.8

e

IS

i .
e
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TABLE 2--continued

CONCEPT MEAN SCORES

9.

10,

11,

1963

Did the residential 3.88
outdoor program give you as

a child the opportunity

to develop creative,
communication and work skills?

Did the residential outdoor 3.88
program influence you as a
chlld toward positive learning?

Did the residential outdoor 4,
program give you as a child
knowledge and appreciation

~of the environment and man's

relatlonship to his
environment?

Did the residential outdoor 4,11

- program glve you as a child

the incentivé to seek out
knowledge through independent
study and direct learning
experiences? "

Would you, as a parent, b.77

‘Want your chilldren to have
‘the chance to participate

in the same type of residential
outdoor educational program?

Bo
O

3.4

bk

50
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' .TABLE 3A ‘

A

RANK ORDER OF CONCEPTS BY MEAN SCORES -

| 1963
'CONCEPT : | MEAN SCORE

-1, Would you, as a parent want your children 4,77
to have the chance to participate in the *
same type of residential outdoor educational
program? (#11) .

2. Did the residential outdoor program givé 4,55
you as a child appreciation of the K :
outdoors? (#1)

3. Did you living in the residentisl outdoor - 4.44
program as a child, with other children :
and adults, learn to live cooperately
Wwith others and assume responsibilities
for the welfare of the group? (#6)

4, Did the residential outdoor progranm give 4,22
- you as-a chlild the opportunities to
" experlence directly what .you.were studying?

(#5)

5. Did the residential outdoor program develop &4.11
- 1n you as a child interest in, ‘and appreciation
for the out-of-doors, which has been a. carry-

over to your adult life? (#3)

Did the residential outdoor program give 4,11
you as a child the ilncentive to seek out :
knowledge through independent study and direct
learning experiences? (#10)

6. Did the residential outdoor program give you L,
as a chlld the ability to recognize the values
of our natural resources and to learn to use
them wisely? (#2)

: Did the resldential outdoor program give you 4.

-.as a chlld knowledge and appreclation of the
environment and man's relationship to his
environment? (#9)




TABLE 3A-—cont;nued

1963
CONCEPT o . MEAN SCORE

7. Did the residential outdoor program glve 3.88
you as a child the opportunity to develop "
creative, communication and work skills?-

(#7)

-Did the residential outdoor program 3.88
influence you as a child toward positlve
learning? (#8) .

8. Did the residential outdoor program for you 3.6
as a child help to make regular school’
learning become more meaningful through
the application of knowledge acquired 1n
the classroom to practical outdoor
experiences? (#4)

7

| M)
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TABLE 3B
RANK ORDER OF CONCEPTS BY MEAN SCORES
| 1966 R
CONCEPT MEAN SCORE

1.

2.

3.

5.

Would you, as a parent, want your chiliren 5
to have the chance to participate in :he o
same type of residential outdoor

‘educational program? (#11)

Did the resldential outdoor program give 4,6
you as a child appreclation of the outdoors?

(#1) |

D1d the residential outdoor program develop 4.4
in you as a child interest in, and appreciation
for the out-of-doors, which has been a
carry-over to your adult iife? (#3)

Did the reslidential outdoor program give L.
you as a child knowledge and appreciation

of the environment.- and man®'s-relationship

to his environment? (#9)

Did the residentlial outdoor program gilve L,
you as a child the opportunities to
experience directly what you were studying? .

(#5)

- Did the resldential outdoor program give you 4,

as a child the incentive to seek .out
knowledge> through independent study and
direct learning experiences? (#10)

Did the residential outdoor program gilve 3.8
you as a chlld the abllity to recognize the -
values of our natural resources and to

learn to use them wisely? (#2)

Dld the residential outdoor program for you 3.8
as a child help to make regular school

learning more meaningful through the
application of knowledge acquired.iln the
classroom to practical outdoor experiences?

(#4)

po
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- " TABLE 3B--continued

1966
CONCEPTS

25

5. Did you 1living in the residential

outdoor program as g child, with other
children and adults, learn to live
cooperately with others and assume
T'esponsibilities for the welfare of
the group? (#6)

Did the residential outdoor program
8ive you as a child the opportunity to
develop creative, communication and
work skills? (#7)

Did the Tesldential outdoor pProgram

influence you as a child toward positive

learning? (#8)

MEAN SCORE
3.8

3.4

3.4
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The correlation between the responses of the two
classes were limited to the questlions that were ranked as

one and two.

Would you as a parent, want your child to have the
chance to partliclpate in the same type of
residential outdoor educatlion program?

k.77 ' 5
The program that these two groups attended as children was
worthwhile as 1s shown in their response and their comments
recorded earlier in this paper. These adults would want
their children to participate in the same type of residential
outdoor educatlional experlence that they did.

Did the residential'outdoor program give you
as a child appreclation of the outdoors?

1963 1966
4,55 L.6 .z

The program that both of these groups atterded gave them
appreciation of the outdocrs.

‘The mean scores of this study have alﬂpeen positive.
Those scores above 3.3 are positive and those below 3.3

. Wwould be negative.

The lowest scored questions for the two classes
Wwere the following two questions. .

Dld the residential outdoor program give you

as a chlld, the opportunity to develop creative,
communication and work skills?

390
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1963 1966

3.88 3.4

Did the residential outdoor program influence
you as a child toward positive 1earning?

1963 1966
- 3.88 , 3.4

It 1s this researchers opinions that these two questions

were subjected to what the adults remember of their outdoor - '

| experilence. Opportunities to develop creative and work .
skills were part of the program, with story telling, campfire.
and crafts, and the work skills were..sharing of the planning,
- setting tables, making beds and keeping their(students)

living quarters clean end neat. These are activities that
these adults, 1n general. probably do not remember as well,

as other activitles.

The question on positive education 1eads. to‘the
jdea that if a child had not been influenced toward positlve
education before this experience, thenvthis experience nay
not have made an.impact on the child'srlearning’and
education. |

It 1is important to note that with the class of l963
these two questlions were ranked higher than with the class
of 1966. This leads to the assumption that the program of

1963 may have been more intense, and focused on more of the

31
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basic concepts of an outdoor educatlion program than was the -
program in 1966. |

o The rest of the questions were agreeded upon by
both groups with their mean scores being éimilér. ,The_méan N
scores were so close to each other and pqsitive;-#hat they
ﬁere not anglysized. separatély, Aéqordihgtt;“thév?espénsgs"~
these concepts weremfulfilledwduriné‘the‘two reéidentiélb -
outdoor educational programs that these adults‘attended as
children. | | |

~ The responses to the sec;ion on awafeneSS of -
- environmental problems is divided by the year and child"
and adult response.- The total number of responses uforr

. each problem is indicated, in Tables 4A and 4B,



TABLE LA

RESPONSES TO ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS

1963

29

PROBLEM

Soll Erosion
Pollutlion

Alr

Water

Land

Wwildlife
‘Timberland Management

Degradation of Outdoor
Recreatlon Areas

33

CHILD

Wi it v\ o o F

P P TR T M- S,

ADULT



TABLE 4B

RESPONSES T0 ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS

PROBLEM

1966

CHILD

30

Soil‘Erosion
Pollufionwuw,

Alr

Water

Land

Wildlife
Timberland Haﬁagement

Degradation_of Outdoor
Recreatlon Areas

34

1
2
L
3
3
3
0
0

FoF F FF P

ADULT

-
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Avareness of environmental‘problems»inéfeased as
these students became adults. | L
The large difference in the awareness 1s that the

group that were students in 1963 were more aware ofvthe

problems of soil erosion, timberland management and>degradétion

of recreation area, than were those‘students in‘1967,‘as'  |
EOth students and adults. It 1s possible to assume that the
class of 1963 had environmental problems that were apparént
to them where they were, stressed, more‘than did the group
three years at the same lo¢ation. | |
There 1s no table which shbws‘the rank ordeffbf
the environmentél problems, as the‘reéponses were so‘close'
together, and the exceptions to this‘have already‘been de1t
with, o ”
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“TABLE 5A .
RESPONSES TO OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES
ACTIVITY " CcHIID _ADUL®
' Canoeing T | )
- Fiking 10
Cook-outs 6 7"$7
' Camping 1 2
Swimming 2 10
cunibing b 6
Cross-Country Skiing 0 725"
Snow-Shoeing 0 0
Ice Skating 3 6
‘Bird Watching 5 2
Fishing 0. ..h‘
Nature Crafts 8: 5.
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TABLE 5B

'RESPONSES TO OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

ACTIVITY

1966

CHILD

33

Canoeing
 Hiking
Cook-outs:
Camping
Swimming
Climbing
Cross-count:y Skiing
Snow-Shoeling
Ice Skating
Bird Watching
Fishing

Nature Crafts

37

F © W M OO NN B H N T O

W W o W o ow & w s & o

ADULT



Tables 5A and 5B on the responses to éﬁtdoor
activities showed that, the activitles at the outdoor
program in 1963 did not involve all the activities lisﬁed.
there are activitles which more than one of these stu&ents
'“have remembered.

Hlking

Cook-out

Bird Watching

Nature Crafts

~These were. the actlivitlies that these‘gdults remember dding
as students, which were very much a part.of_theiroutdqcr
experience. Of the activities listed, hiking, cook-outs,
‘and naturé_crarts are still done.by a'majority of f£ive or
more of those who respondéd. from the class 1963. 'Other
éétivities they participate 1ln now as‘adulté are, camping
swimming, climbing, and ice skating.

The activities at the outdoor program for the class ‘” “w&

of 1966 did not involve all of those on the list. Those

activities remembered most from the experiences were ,
Hiking
Bird Watching ‘
Nature Crafts.
Nature crafts and hiking are stl1ll activitiles for those who
responded from the class of 1967, as well as other activities
for the majbrity; cookouts, camplng, -swimmling, cliﬁbing.

ice skating, and fishing.

33
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- It is the researcherfs observation that since not v
all actlfitxes iisted were part'pf the“prbgram, but that theyv
were indeed -checked as‘being remembered, that these activities
Wwere those activitles that these adults did participate in |
as children, but at a different time..

Thefe - 1s not a strong correlation between all
outdoof activities from child to adult years, there 1s the
pogibility that the opportunity to enjoy fhe’ouﬁdoors
through some activitles as a chiid}has lead to the interest

in the ocutdoors as adults.

39
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This study was conducted in order to determine

kwhether or. not the residential outdoor education program at fw

.Rookford Illinois provided a long lasting effeet on those

students who partioipated in a week long program in:1963;or o
1966. | R |

The hypotheses of this paper were proven. as is

seen in the results following each section of the questionnaire ;?"5'*;
: analyzed. This researcher feel that the residential outdoor -
- program that these adults had ‘as children has had a definite

long lasting effect on those ‘who responded to the questionnaire.*r'm5f7
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CHAPTER V
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

| This study was undertaken to determiné‘whether or
ndt,aAresidqntial program in Rockford Illinois‘provided a
long lasting‘effect on those studenfé{ﬁho participated in a
week long experience in 1963 or 1966.

These hypotheses used were also aocepted as proven
through the research of the groups who attended the program

in Rockford Illinois.

1. Outdoor educational experiencés provide for
a long lasting effect on those who have had
the experience. ' o

2. Past outdoor educational experiences provide
for awareness to the environment and environmental
problems, :

- 3. Concepts for outdoor education are of
value to outdoor educational programs.

4. Parents who participated in outdoor
educational experiences as students feel
the "experience was worthwhile and would
Support an outdoor education experience
for their children. o

To learn more about the questlon studied, this

study was designed in this‘way; | |

1. Collection of data ‘

2, Presentation of the facts, interpretation
and conclusions., ’ :

The main sources for the daté gathered were: 1, a

letter written to the tégcher asking about the progfam.
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2. questionnaire sent to adults who‘had participated as
children in the outdoor experience in 1963 or 1966

The ma jor findings of this study -Mere-

1. Adults who participated in this program
remember this experience to have been good
and worthwhile, ‘

2. These adults»remember many various
actlvities which were an important part
of thelr outdoor experienoe.

3. These adults feel that the program gave
them as children an appreciation for the
outdoors. .

L, Past outdoor educatlional experiences
provide for awarness to the environmental
problems and the environment. , ‘ )

5. The‘opportunity to enjoy the outdoors as
children through various activities, may ’
have lead to interest in outdoor activities_
as adults.

6. These adults would like theilr children to

" "'have thls same type of outdoor education

experlience.

The residential outdoor educaticn experieﬁce that
these adults participated in as children has had a long
lasting effect on them. These adults remember theix
experiences, the actlivities they participated in, and they
feel that this experlence was good. and worthwhile to them,
and 1t would be so to theilr children. T¢ is this researcher's
conclusion that residential outdoor educational programs

~are valuable experiences, and are long lasting in the

education of children.
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For futher-research it is suggested that;«the
‘question of the long lasting effect outdoor eduoation plays,
be approached differently. |

It would be valuable to study a group that had a
similar experience ton. fiftoen or twenty years ago. A study
of the group to see if this was their only oﬁtdoor educationall
experlence, Were concepts set down by the teachers or school
before the experience, thus the results would be more. valld
1f the concepts used by the teachers were those‘lnvolvedk

in s questlonnaire.
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‘Appendix p : Questionnaire = o w3
I o | 'DATE SR .

 NAME

VOCCUPATION

. YEAR OF RESIDENTIAL OUTDOOR‘EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM
- (1965, 1966 other)

LOCATION OF PROGRAM ‘ ‘SEASON

Please answer the following questions and return the questionnaire
in the self-addressed stampea:envelope.

wWhat ex periences do you remember from your Residential Outdoor
Educptional Experience?

The following statements relate in one way or another to residential

outdoor education concepts. Please indicate the extent. to which

you agree or disagree with each statement by marking the appropriate

space. N

" AS-Agree Strongly
A--Agree
U--Undecided.
D--Disagree
DS-Disagree Strongly

e ——

1. Did the residential outdoor program give you as a child appreciationr
of the outdoors? -

AS A U_ D ' DS
2. Did the residential outdoor program give you as a child the
ability to recognize the values of our natural resources and to
learn to use then wisely’

AS A U__ D__  Ds.

3. .Did the residential outdoor‘program develop 1n‘you asba child
‘ interest in, and appreclation for the out- of—doors. which
has been a carry- over to your adult life? _

AS A UL D__ . Ds.

4, Did the residential outdoor program for you as a child help to
make regular school learning become more meaningful through
the application of knowledge acquired ln ‘the clqssroom to
practical outdoor experiences? ‘

AS A U D DS

.147
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9.

10.

11.

-2

Did the residential outdoor program give you as a child the
opportunities to experience directly what you'were studying?

- AS A U D . DS

Did you living in the residential outdoor program as a child,
with other children and adults, learn to live cooperately

with others and assume responsibilities for the welfare of the
group? .

AS A U D DS
Did the residential outdoor program give you as a child,the
opportunity to develop creative, communication and work skills?-

AS A U D____ DS |

e —

Did the residential outdoor program influence you as a child
tOWard positive learning?

Aé ‘ A . S “D' - = .DS

Did the residential outdoor program give you as a child knowledge
and appreclation of the environment and man s relationship to
his environment?

AS A U D DS

Did the residential outdoor program give you as a child the
incentive to seek out knowledge through 1ndeendent study and
direct learning experiences?

AS A U D DS

Would you, as a parent, want your children to have the chance to
participate in the same type of residential outdoor educational
program?

AS A U D DS

Would you be happler with a better experience, more of the same
experlience, or a different experience? Please comnment.

(over)
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